
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH IN PHILANTHROPY PROGRAMME SOUTH AFRICA (YIPPS A) 

The Youth in Philanthropy Programme South Africa (YIPPSA) closed in December 
2009, leaving an indelible mark on the hearts of all involved.  

During four years of operation YIPPSA grew into a formidable programme that 
transported youth, schools, community organisations, teachers, principals, parents and 
individuals, moving them from a station of scepticism to a destination of action.  

YIPPSA touched and moved people far beyond its stated objectives. During the past 
few years the programme managed to electrify people’s thoughts, perceptions and 
actions and shifted paradigms by infusing a spirit of giving and hope that will continue 
to live for years to come.  

The programme has worked with more than 130 learners and watched them grow in 
confidence, knowledge, skills, commitment and social responsibility. It provided a 
platform for friendships, support of peers, debate on social issues, motivation and team 
work, voluntarism and the mobilisation of resources for community organisations.  

YIPPSA would like to thank the nine participating schools namely Cape Town High 
School, Herzlia High School, Langa High School, Luhlaza High School, Milnerton High 
School, Oude Molen High School, St Andrews High School, Zwaanswyk High School 
and Manenberg High School for their commitment and magnificent support of the 
YIPPSA programme. 

Over the past four years the YIPPSA Programme instilled a culture of social action 
amongst high school learners and continued to encourage participants to investigate 
social challenges in order to have an experience-based understanding of these issues. 



As part of motivating learners to play an active role in social engagement learners 
were required to fundraise and volunteer time in aid of a social cause of their choice. 
Furthermore learners were required to participate in YIPPSA workshops where skills 
training was offered to assist learners in their fundraising efforts.  

By the end of 2009, 70% of the nine participating schools on the YIPPSA programme 
volunteered time regularly in their community. This was an incredibly positive result as 
very few learners volunteered time when the programme started.   

YIPPSA also saw an increase in funds raised from R3 804.00 in 2006 to R43 806.00 in 
2009. These fundraising efforts supported more than 19 organisations over the four 
years which serve more than 20 000 people in the Western Cape. 

The YIPPSA participants gained first-hand experience in working as a team, 
organising fundraising events, budgeting, negotiating skills, marketing, communicating 
and having to be accountable for funds raised. YIPPSA used workshops and a youth 
camp to bolster different skills and provided resources, training and support that 
helped improve their skills to take action.  

Towards strengthening the model YIPPSA produced the YIPPSA Youth in 
Philanthropy Action Guide on programme content in line with the South African 
National Curriculum framework for Life Orientation for Grades 10 – 12.  This action 
guide played a key role in assisting the development of hard skills amongst specific 
knowledge areas.  

YIPPSA has proved that learners can make a direct impact on financing community 
organisations and its members. The programme went beyond its outlined objectives 
and helped with building the social fabric of communities. It has been proven through 
the relationships and friendships that are established amongst youth from the various 
schools and the extent to which participants gained support from adults in their 
communities.  

YIPPSA would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who made the YIPPSA 
programme so remarkable especially the participants, teachers, principals and 
beneficiary organisations. We would also like to thank all of our donors over the last 
four years including The Zenex Foundation, The Nussbaum Foundation, Empower, 
Sekunjalo Investments, Dial-A-Nerd, The Fuchs Foundation, The City of Cape Town, 
The HCI Foundation, Kult Creative and Mr Benny Rabinowitz. Without their 
extraordinary support we would not have been able to run this programme.  It is with 
deep regret that we announce the end of the programme. However we would like to 
encourage the schools to continue with the tradition of giving that learners so eagerly 
embraced and supported. 

 

 

 



YIPPSA Background  

The Youth in Philanthropy Programme South Africa (YIPPSA) was a schools-based 
programme that aimed to build a culture of giving and service among high school 
learners and to equip them with the knowledge and skills to deal with topical social 
issues in their communities.  

Towards this goal, YIPPSA targeted Grades 10, 11 and 12 learners at selected 
schools in the Western Cape. Learners were encouraged to adopt a social service 
project in their community, to develop resource mobilisation strategies and to engage 
in fundraising activities to contribute to the financial needs of the community 
organisation of their choice.  At an end-of-year school assembly learners handed over 
the funds raised to the community organisation. Learners in the following year were 
called upon to equal or better the previous year, and a giving board was put up at the 
school to recognise the efforts of each class year. In this manner a tradition was set at 
the school to contribute to social service initiatives in their community.  

The YIPPSA programme was based on an intensive schools-based model that 
required 5 learners to form a YIPPSA social committee (YSC), which then took 
responsibility for attending the programme workshops, identifying their beneficiary 
organisation/s, and conducting events and activities to raise funds for the identified 
beneficiary.  The model relied on the active participation and the active participation 
and support of and teachers and principals that made the model work.  

 

 

 


